PART iv: 1764-70

hand, the nation would have had no reason to complain. A
blind indiscriminate admiration of Shakspeare had exposed
the British nation to the ridicule of foreigners. Johnson, by
candidly admitting the faults of his poet, had the more credit
in bestowing on him deserved and indisputable praise; and
doubtless none of all his panegyrists have done him half so
much honour.

I returned to London in February, and found Dr Johnson
in a good house in Johnson's Court, Fleet-street, in which he
had accommodated Miss Williams with an apartment on the
ground floor, while Mr Levett occupied his post in the gar-
ret : his faithful Francis was still attending upon him. He
received me with much kindness. The fragments of our con-
versation, which I have preserved, are these : I told him that
Voltaire, in a conversation with me, had distinguished Pope
and Dryden thus: - Tope drives a handsome chariot, with
a couple of neat trim nags; Dryden a coach, and six stately
horses.5 JOHNSON. 'Why, Sir, the truth is, they both drive
coaches and six; but Dryden's horses are either galloping or
stumbling : Pope's go at a steady even trot.5 He said of Gold-
smith's Traveller, which had been published in my ab-
sence, There has not been so fine a poem since Pope's time.'
At night I supped with him at the Mitre tavern, that we
might renew our social intimacy at the original place of
meeting. But there was now a considerable difference in his
way of living. Having had an illness, in which he was ad-
vised to leave off wine, he had, from that period, continued
to abstain from it, and drank only water, or lemonade.
I talked of the mode adopted by some to rise in the world,
by courting great men, and asked him whether he had ever
submitted to it. JOHNSON. 4Why, Sir, I never was near
enough to great men, to court them. You may be prudently
attached to great men and yet independent. You are not to
do what you think wrong; and, Sir, you are to calculate, and
not pay too dear for what you get. You must not give a shil-
ling's worth of court for six-pence worth of good. But if you